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feeling, looking away into the distance, " There is noth-
ing, I fear, easier of acquisition than the aspirations and
the language of devotion while living a life the opposite of
all they imply."

" I do not know," General Booth says, " whether it was
the mention of religious books that led to it, but Mr. Glad-
stone remarked, with some emphasis, that there was nothing
that surprised him more than the objection he found running
through many religious works to what was described as
' Self-righteousness/ "

" While I cannot understand/' said he, " how any man
with any true knowledge of his heart, or of his life, or of
the Holy God whom he worships, can possibly conceive that
anything he can think, or feel, or say, or do, can be deemed
worthy of presentation before Him, as constituting any
meritorious ground on which to claim His favour, I do think
that instead of condemning righteousness, in any form, its
cultivation should be encouraged, and its all-important need
insisted upon/'

Gladstone asked " with a serious and somewhat apologetic
air ** what the arrangements for the successorship were ?

William Booth explained how each General was to nomi-
nate his successor, giving the sealed envelope containing
his name to the Army Solicitors: there was a Deed to le-
galize this.

Gladstone was deeply interested. " It was a peculiar
position, he said, that we had taken up. Even the Pope,
he suggested, was elected by a Conclave of Cardinals, and
he thought we must go back to the sixteenth century to find
an example of a system of personal nomination by the per-
son occupying the post of authority similar to the one 1
have chosen."

The General mentioned a scheme for providing against
the danger that would " be caused by a General passing
away who had neglected the appointment of his successor,
of who, for some calamitous reason, had become incapable
for, or unworthy of, his position, and for selecting a new
General, in an assembly of all the Commissioners through-
out the world/' The General- named one or two of the
possibilities that might occur, and Gladstone added, " Yes,